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LOCAL GOVERNMENT–COMMUNITY SECTOR PARTNERSHIPS — REGIONS 
520. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Local Government: 
Mr Speaker, my question is to the Minister for Local Government. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! Member for Kwinana, I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr M. McGowan: I’m being goaded by the Premier. 
The SPEAKER: I do not care who is being goaded by whom. I ask you all to stop it. I do not want to get into 
any discussions.   
Ms L. METTAM: I understand that the minister recently launched a new initiative to support local government 
and community sector partnerships. Can the minister advise the house how this program will encourage more 
collaborative approaches to community development in regional electorates like mine? 
Mr A.J. SIMPSON replied: 
I thank the member for Vasse for her question and for supporting regional Western Australia and this great 
initiative. We initially announced just over $1.5 million to help local governments build their capacity in the 
community sector. One of the key issues is developing good partnerships with the non-profit sector and local 
government to deliver these services so much better. We have developed a program, at the core of which is 
$20 000 for local governments to initiate community development. One of the key areas is working with the 
non-profit sector to get that partnership in how we can develop our community infrastructure. One of the key 
issues that this government has done with local government is to ensure they engage with their community 
through community plans. This part of the process is making sure that — 
Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, that is enough. I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr A.J. SIMPSON: As well as $20 000, $10 000 will also be made available for a trainee workshop for 
employees and also elected members. They can undertake the community development training skills they need 
to get to make sure they are able to deliver those services. 
We all know that local government are the closest to their communities as a whole and that is why they play 
a key role. I am very much aware that local governments have a desire to connect better with their community, 
but we should keep in mind that regional Western Australia is particularly important due to remoteness, limited 
economic opportunities, low population densities and an ageing population, which creates specific challenges for 
local governments, hence why this government is very committed through the country — 
Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, I call you to order for the second time. If you are not feeling well, just 
leave the chamber. 
Mr A.J. SIMPSON: As the member for Vasse would know very well, the City of Busselton has a great 
partnership in developing the city’s social development plan. It has been working very closely to make sure that 
it can deliver those services to the community. This is just one way that the Liberal–National government, 
through the country local government fund, can establish a community development program that will go a long 
way towards strengthening local governments by giving them opportunities for grants to develop their 
community network but also, and more importantly, to help train elected members and employees on how they 
can work with their community groups. 
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